
Holy Communion  

at St Paul’s, Ashgrove 

 

Pentecost 13, 2020 

 
 

I will build my church and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail 

against it! 

 
Matthew 16:13-20 

 
GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 

P: Welcome 

P: Hymn The Church's One Foundation (TiS 457) 

  Note that hymns are only sung in the 9am service 

P: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.  

  

P: The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

  
LA:  We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land where we gather today - 

the Yuggera and Ugarapul people – and pay respects to their Elders, past, 
present and emerging. 

 

LA:  Jesus said to them, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ Matthew 16.15–16 

 

 
LA: [Let us pray.]  
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
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cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
  

P: O God, fount of all wisdom, 
in the humble witness of the apostle Peter 
you have shown the foundation of our faith: 
give us the light of your Spirit, 
that, recognising in Jesus of Nazareth  
the Son of the living God, 
we may be living stones  
for the building up of your holy Church; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
1st Reading 

Exodus 1.8-2.10 
1 8 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his 
people, ‘Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than 
we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of 
war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.’ 11 Therefore 
they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labour. They built supply 
cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the 
more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the 
Israelites. 13 The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the 
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Israelites, 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in 
every kind of field labour. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on 
them.  
 
15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named 
Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 ‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, 
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall 
live.’ 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the 
midwives and said to them, ‘Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to 
live?’ 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, ‘Because the Hebrew women are not like the 
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to 
them.’ 20 So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became 
very strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families.  
 
22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, ‘Every boy that is born to the Hebrews 
you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.’ 2 1 Now a man from the 
house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore a 
son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three 
months. 3 When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and 
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the 
reeds on the bank of the river.  
 
4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 5 The daughter of 
Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the 
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6 When she 
opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be 
one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, 
‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?’ 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s 
mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I 
will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed it. 10 When the 
child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. 
She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’ 
 
For the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Psalm 124 
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, 

now may Israel say: 

if the Lord had not been on our side, 

when our enemies rose against us, 

2 Then they would have swallowed us alive: 

when their anger was kindled against us. 

3 Then the waters would have overwhelmed us, 

and the torrent gone over us: 

the raging waters would have gone clean over us. 
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4 But praised be the Lord: 

who has not given us as a prey to their teeth. 

5 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler: 

the snare is broken, and we have gone free. 

6 Our help is in the name of the Lord: 

who has made heaven and earth. 
 
 

Romans 12.1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as 
in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same 
function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
For the word of the Lord, 
thanks be to God. 
 

LA: Hymn      Lift High the Cross (TiS 351) 

Gospel Reading 
 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
  
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 16 beginning at 
verse 13 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Matthew 16.13-20 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14 And they said, ‘Some say 
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ 15 He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16 Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 17 And Jesus answered 
him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 



 5 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 20 Then 
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord,  

praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Sermon 

 
Silence 

 
LA: Nicene Creed 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church  
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  
forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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LA: THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 … 
 
LA: Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
  
 
LA: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.' Jesus said: 'This is the great and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.' 
  
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God's forgiveness.  
Merciful God,  
our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
 
 
P: Almighty God,  

who has promised forgiveness  
to all who turn to him in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
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strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
P: We are the body of Christ.  

His Spirit is with us.  
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

 
All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation and without 
touching. 
 

P: Hymn Glorious Things of You are Spoken (TiS 446)   

Note that we cannot pass collection bowls around at this time. There is a box at the 
back of the building to receive your offerings. Alternatively, please consider giving 
electronically through your bank. St Paul’s bank details are BSB: 704901 Acc NO: 
00004420 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

   
It is right to praise you, faithful God, 

always and everywhere, 
for with your only begotten Son 
and life-giving Spirit, 
you are the one true God from everlasting to everlasting. 

At the dawn of time you wrought from nothing 
a universe of beauty and splendour, 
bringing light from darkness 
and order from chaos. 

You formed us in your image, 
and endowed us with creative power. 

We turned away from you but you did not abandon us. 
You called us by name and searched us out, 
making a covenant of mercy, 
giving the law, and teaching justice by the prophets. 

And so we praise you, 
joining with your faithful people of every time and place, 
singing the eternal song: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
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Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

 
When the fullness of time was come, 
you sent your Son to be born of Mary. 
Bright image of your glory, 
he learned obedience to you in all things, 
even to death on a cross, 
breaking the power of evil, 
freeing us from sin, and putting death to flight. 
 
You raised him from death, 
exalting him to glory, 
and the new day dawned. 
 
On the night he was betrayed 
your Son Jesus Christ shared food with his friends, 
his companions on the way. 
 
While at table he took bread, 
blessed, and broke it, 
and giving it to them, said: 
'Take, eat; this is my body.' 
 
He took a cup of wine, 
and, giving thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
'This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. 
Do this in remembrance of me.'  

  
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
   
Therefore, living God, as we obey his command,  
we remember his life of obedience to you,  
his suffering and death,  
his resurrection and exaltation,  
and his promise to be with us for ever.  
With this bread and this cup  
we celebrate his saving death until he comes.  
 
Accept, we pray, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
and send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration  
that all who eat and drink at this table  
may be strengthened by Christ's body and blood  
to serve you in the world.  
As one body and one holy people,  
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may we proclaim the everlasting gospel  
of Jesus Christ our Lord,  
through whom, with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory is yours, eternal God, now and for ever.  
  
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in 
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Special Covid-19 Guidelines: Please come forward to receive communion (bread 
only). Maintain 1.5m separation as you move forward. Queue close to the pew – not 
in the centre of the isle – in one line. Sanitise hands. Receive the bread while 
standing and return to your seat.  
 
While others are receiving communion you may wish to listen or quietly sing along to 
the communion while remaining seated. 
 
Communion Hymn (Not announced): Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart (TiS 717) 
 
Living God,  
in this holy meal you fill us with new hope.  
May the power of your love,  
which we have known in word and sacrament,  
continue your saving work among us,  
give us courage for our pilgrimage,  
and bring us to the joys you promise.  

  Most loving God,  
you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.  

Announcements 
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Please stand for the blessing: 
P: The peace of God which passes all understanding  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 
LA: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:  

In the name of Christ. Amen  
 

P: Hymn Sent Forth by God's Blessing (TiS 531) 
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